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Piggott, and Hawkes and Woolley. I know of no book devoted entirely to education
for either civilization.
Mesopotamian Civilization For Mesopotamia the most readable general interpreta-
tions bearing on education are Samuel Noah Kramer, The Sumerians: Their History,
Culture, and Character, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1963 and A. Leo
Oppenheim, Ancient Mesopotamia; Portrait of a Dead Civilization, University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1964. Somewhat older but still seminal works are: Henri
Frankfort, The Birth of Civilization in the Middle East, Anchor, New York, 1956;
Robert J. Braidwood, The Near East and the Foundations of Civilization, University of
Oregon Press, Eugene, Ore., 1952; and Carl H. Kroeling and Robert McC. Adams
(eds.), The City Invincible: A Symposium on Urbanization and Cultural Development
in the Ancient Near East, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1958.
Origins of Writing Two extremely useful books for the origins of writing and literacy
are I. J. Gelb, A Study of Writing, University of Chicago Press, Chicago .1952
(Phoenix edition, 1963) and Jack Goody (ed.), Literacy in Traditional Societies,
Cambridge University Press, London, 1968. A recent work that illuminates the earliest
literary uses to which writing was put is William H. McNeill and Jean W. Sedlar (eds.),
Readings in World History, vol. 1, The Origins of Civilization, and vol. 2, The Ancient
Near East, Oxford University Press, New York, 1968.
Egyptian Civilization John A. Wilson, The Culture of Ancient Egypt, University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1961 (Phoenix edition, 1965), does for the Egyptians what
Kramer does for the Sumerians. Insights into the nature of Egyptian education can
also be obtained by perusal of James B. Pritchard (ed.), Ancient Near Eastern Texts
Relating to the Old Testament, 3d. rev. ed. Princeton University Press, Princeton, N.J.,
1969 and Adolf Erman, The Literature of the Ancient Egyptians; Poems, Narratives,
and Manuals of Instruction, from the Third and Second Millenia, B.C., translated by
Aylward M. Blackman, Methuen, London, 1927.
Indian Civilization Useful single volumes about Indian history are: A. L. Basham,
The Wonder That Was India; a Survey of the Culture of the Indian Sub-continent
Before the Corning of the Muslims, Grove Press, New York, 1959; H. G. Rawlinson,
India: A Short Cultural History, Praeger, New York, 1965; and R. C. Majumdar et al,
An Advanced History of India, rev. ed., Macmillan, London, 1965. R. K. Mookerji,
Ancient Indian Education: Brahmanical and Buddhist, Macmillan, London, 1947 is a
voluminous portrayal of education as contained in Vedic, Sutra, and Buddhist litera-
ture. It therefore has little chronology. Some attention is given to chronology in A. S.
Altekar, Education in Ancient India, 3d ed. Nand Kishore, Benares, India, 1948.
Collections of Indian literature are contained in William Theodore de Bary (ed.),
Sources of Indian Tradition, 2 vols., Columbia University Press, New York, 1958 and
in William H. McNeill and Jean Sedlar (eds.), Classical India, Oxford University Press,
New York, 1969.
Chinese Civilization The best general history of early China in its bearings on
education is Edwin 0. Reischauer and John K. Fairbank, A History of East Asian
Civilization, vol. 1., East Asia: The Great Tradition, Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 1965.
Useful one-volume standbys are: L. Carrington Goodrich, A Short History of the
Chinese People, 3d ed., Harper & Row, New York, 1959; C. P. Fitzgerald, China: a